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ACEs Aware Goals and Objectives

Raising Awareness
Train and expand awareness 
among Medi-Cal providers on 
ACE screening and response

Practice Change
Support implementation of 

ACE screening and response 
for Medi-Cal providers

Network of Care
Support development of a 

trauma-informed network of care

Reduce ACEs and toxic stress by half in one generation



    
      

      
     

   
   

     Training: Becoming ACEs Aware in California 

Becoming ACEs Aware in California is a free, two-
hour online training that educates clinicians and their 
teams on how to provide trauma-informed care, screen 
for ACEs and assess the risk of toxic stress, and 
use clinical protocols to develop a treatment plan to 
prevent and mitigate toxic stress. 



    

   
 

 
  

  

    
 

    
  

     
    

    
  

  

Training: Becoming ACEs Aware Certified 

N u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w h o  c o m p le te d  th e  
B e c o m in g  A C E s  A w a re  in  C a lifo rn ia  tra in in g

Training and Certification

35,360
Individuals 

com pleted the 

training

17,100
Medi-Cal clinicians 

are ACEs Aware- 

certif ied”

6 6 %  of part ic ipan ts ind icated  tha t e ith e r the tra in ing  
a lready re in forced the ir cu rren t practic e  of  based on  th e  

train ing, they p lan  to  im p lem en t changes  in  the ir practice.

B efore th e  tra in in g

5 6 %  of 
participants 

were not 
screening any 

patients for 
ACEs.

After th e  training

5 9 %  of 
participants 
who were 

not previously 
screening patients 
for ACEs indicated 

that they planned to 
implement routine 
ACE screening for 
children or adults.

Data from: D e c e m b e r  4, 2019, to  O c to b e r  31, 2023

Source: February 2024 data report 

ü Qualified Medi-Cal providers are eligible for 
a $29 payment for qualifying Adverse 
Childhood Experience (ACE)
screenings for pediatric and adult patients (up 
to age 65) with full scope Medi-Cal. 

ü The training offers 2.0 Continuing Education
credits and 2.0 Maintenance of Certification 
credits upon completion. 

ü Providers who intend to receive Medi-Cal 
payment for ACE screenings must complete 
the training and provide their NPI information 
as part of the training evaluation. 

ü Certified clinicians are encouraged to join 
the ACES Aware Clinician Directory. 

https://www.acesaware.org/screen/certification-payment/provider-directory/


   

   

   

   

   
      

  

  
  

 

ACEs Aware Learning Center 

• Becoming ACEs Aware in California
core training 

• 93+ hours of training content 

• More than 37,000 views 

Training topics also include: 
• How to launch and sustain an 

ACE screening initiative in primary care 
clinics 

• ACE screening and trauma-informed 
care in reproductive health settings 

• Evidence-based strategies for 
mitigating toxic stress 



    

  

 

Training & Provider Engagement Webinars 

• 36+ webinars 

• 17,000+ live attendance 

• 16,000+ recorded attendance 

training.acesaware.org 

http://training.acesaware.org/


ACEs Aware Goals and Objectives

Raising Awareness
Train and expand awareness 
among Medi-Cal providers on 
ACE screening and response

Practice Change
Support implementation of 

ACE screening and response 
for Medi-Cal providers

Network of Care
Support development of a 

trauma-informed network of care

Reduce ACEs and toxic stress by half in one generation



 

  
 

 
 

Technical Assistance 

ACEs Aware 
Clinical 
Implementation 
Pilot Program 



 Technical Assistance 



      

  

 
   

 
 

 

Resources for the Clinical Response to ACE Screening 

Go to 
acesaware.org/managestress 
to find: 

• Patient handouts 
• Online course for providers 
• Short videos 
• Crisis and safety resources 
• And more! 

https://acesaware.org/managestress


  

    ACE Screening in the Clinic 

Medi-Cal Claims for ACE Screenings

M edi-Cal c lin ic ian s conducted  m ore than 
2,326,360 

ACE  screen ings of 
1,529,390

un ique M edi-Cal m em bers.

O f th e  1,234,250 u n iq u e  M ed i-C a l m em b e rs  

ages 0  to  20 screened  fo r ACEs,

5% had  an A C E  sco re  o f 4  or more.

O f th e  295,140 u n iq u e  M ed i-Ca l m em b e rs  

ages 21 to  6 4  sc reened  fo r ACEs, 15% had  an 

A C E  sco re  o f 4  o r m ore*

Data from: Jan ua ry  1, 2020, to  M a rch  31, 2023

Source: February 2024 data report 
, 
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$64.5+ Million in Grants across California 

83
Provider

Engagement Grants

31
Provider 

Training Grants

36
Communications 

Grants

26
Network of Care 

Planning

8
Network of Care 
Implementation

25 
PRACTICE 
Grants

25

 

25
PRACTICE

Grants



       
      

 

      
     
  

    
   

     
       

Trauma-Informed Networks of Care 

• The clinical response is necessary, but not sufficient, to 
address the individual and population-level impact of ACEs 
and toxic stress. 

• Cross-sector collaboration is needed to support the health of 
children, adults, and families with evidence-based stress-
mitigation strategies and supports. 

• ACEs Aware published the Trauma-Informed Network of 
Care Roadmap to catalyze cross-sector collaboration and 
increase the collective capacity of clinics and communities 
to prevent, identify, and respond to ACEs and toxic stress. 

, 

https://www.acesaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aces-Aware-Network-of-Care-Roadmap.pdf
https://www.acesaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aces-Aware-Network-of-Care-Roadmap.pdf


      
    

   
  

  
  

     
 

Growing Networks of Care in Communities 

• A network of care is a group of 
interdisciplinary health, education, and 
human service professionals, community 
members, and organizations. 

• Supports families by providing access to 
evidence-based “buffering” resources and 
supports. 

• Helps to prevent, treat, and heal the harmful 
consequences of toxic stress. 



 

       
     

 
    

  
      

   
 

        
      

  

  
  

  

 
 

PRACTICE Grant 

Goals: 
• Partnerships 
• Strengthen partnerships to screen for ACEs in order to

identify clinical risk for and respond to toxic stress. 
• Services Development 
• Develop sustainable, practical, community-informed, and 

evidence-based services that target toxic stress physiology 
and ACE-Associated Health Conditions, and support the
prevention of ACEs and toxic stress. 

• Workforce Development 
• Build a sustainable workforce to support ACE screening,

toxic stress response, and prevention of ACEs, toxic stress,
and ACE-Associated Health Conditions. 

PRACTICE: 
Preventing and
Responding to ACE-
Associated Health 
Conditions and Toxic 
Stress in Clinics 
through Community 
Engagement 



        
       

    

      
     

      

     
     

 

PRACTICE 

The 25 grantee teams, from 15 California counties, 
serve a wide range of diverse patient populations. 

Grant cycle runs through March 2024 

Goal: increase the workforce and services needed for 
primary care clinics to expand and sustain screening 
and response to ACEs and toxic stress in local 
communities. 

Leverage new sources of funding made available 
through the transformation of Medi-Cal, through 
initiatives such as CalAIM 
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